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WINTER FEEDING OF HOGS,
The object o f this experiment was to compare the value o f 
winter feeding of shotes and old hogs.
T w o lots o f hogs were selected, by taking three sows, in 
moderate flesh, and six of their best shotes. The six shotes 
w ill be designated as lot one, and the three sows as lot two.
T he sows were Chester W hite ; the shotes a cross  ^between 
Chester W hite and Poland-China. One of the sows was 
three years old, and two were about one and one-half years 
old. T he shotes were about five months old. Both lots 
were thrifty and fine specimens of their kind. T hey were 
given pen room in the basement of the hog house. T he pens 
were eight by sixteen; well lighted; thoroughly cleaned, and 
freshly bedded daily. T he temperature was comfortable, ex­
cept in extremely cold weather.
T he feed for the first period was corn and cob meal, ground 
oats, ear corn and buttermilk ; second period, corn meal, ear 
corn, ground oats, bran and buttermilk ; third period, corn 
meal, ground oats, ear corn, bran, oil meal .and buttermilk. 
T h e ground feed was thoroughly cooked throughout the ex­
periment. T h e ear corn was fed because it was believed that 
its mastication would secure the secretion of a larger volume 
o f saliva than its equivalent in sloppy feed, and thus promote 
digestion. T he corn meal was ground moderately fine. 
T he feeding was done three times a day. The successive 
changes were designed to maintain the rate of flesh forma­
tion.
T he buttehnilk was the product o f the College creamery. 
It contained only 4.15 per cent of total solids, while a sample 
o f the buttermilk taken direct from the churn, gave 8.25 per 
cent solids —  which indicates that the wash water of a 
creamery largely dilutes the milk, and greatly reduces its 
feeding value.
Following is the table of weights and results, the supple­
mentary feeds having been reduced to corn:
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S u m m a r y  o f  R e s u l t s .
Lot one consumed the equivalent of 70.31 bu. corn and 
gained 739 lbs:
739 lbs a t 4c....................................................................................... $29.56
70.31 bu. corn (The ear corn a t 25c. The ground corn a t  30c) 18.81
N et p rofit......................................................................................$10.75
Lot two consumed the equivalent of 69.15 bu. corn and 
gained 663 lbs:
663 lbs. a t 4c...................................................................................... $26.52
69.15 bu. corn (The ear corn rated at25c The ground corn 
a t 30c).................................................................................................  22.86
Net profit....................................................................................... $4.43
The items of labor are not reckoned, partly because it was 
difficult to make calculations for so small a number, and 
partly because there is not much difference between the cost 
of feeding grain and the cost of hauling it to market.
Lot one gained an average of 1.45 lbs per day for each ani­
mal, an average of 10.5 lbs. of growth for every bushel o f 
corn eaten, and netted an average of nearly 42 cents per 
bushel for corn, hogs being worth 4c.
Lot two gained an average of 2.64 lbs. per day for each 
animal, an average of 9.6 lbs. of growth for every bushel o f 
corn eaten, and netted 38.3 cents per bushel for corn, hogs 
being worth 4c.
T he experiment indicates that when coin is 25 cents per 
bushel and hogs 4 cents a pound, winter feeding w ill pay bet­
ter than selling the corn, that young hogs will yield a greater 
profit than old ones. T he old hog w ill gain more pounds 
per day, but consume relatively more feed, which is probably 
due to stronger digestive and assmilative powers of the young 
animal. However, experiments on lambs at Hohenheim aud 
by Weiske, seem to show that digestion co-efficients remain 
constant. I f  the results of these experiments are to be ac­
cepted as final, then the laws of growth must be accepted 
as a matter of fact, without being able to give the reason 
why. Since the gain per day is close to the standard, the 
experiment indicates that nearly one-third o f the feed was con­
sumed in maintaining animal heat. Hence, while winter 
feeding may be profitable, it is much less profitable than sum­
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mer feeding. T he experiment also indicates that after a cer­
tain stage of the fattening power the profit in feeding begins 
to decrease, and eventually changes into a loss. After the 
first period both lots begin to decrease in relative gain, not­
withstanding we narrowed the ration by the addition of bran 
and increase of milk, and in the last period by the addition 
o f oil meal. However, this is largely due to some very cold 
weather that occurred during these periods. Y et it is safe to 
say, that as soon as hogs are fat enough to command the top 
price in the market, it is best to sell. There is no doubt that 
many a lot of fattening hogs have been carried along so far 
beyond the ripened period as to greatly reduce the profit.
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